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Conservative and liberal political impulses have contended throughout the history of the United

States, although there are no major Conservative or Liberal parties in the United States.Â  Instead,

the terms signify general inclinations and prejudices encouraged to some degree within all major

political parties.Â  As Russell Kirk notes in his introduction, throughout the nineteenth century, public

men generally professed conservative assumptions, whatever their practical policies.Â  Only with

the ascent of Franklin Delano Roosevelt, and continuing to recent years did liberalism begin to

predominate in morals and politics.  Francis Wilsonâ€™s slim volume was an expression of

intellectual renewal of conservative ideas in the post-World War II period. Initially published in 1951,

it gave expression to the body of common belief that then and now constitutes the essence of

conservatism.Â  Lucid and temperate he outlines the principles to which conservatives subscribe

and how they have changed.Â  Published in Russell Kirkâ€™s Library of Conservative Thought

series, The Case for Conservatism has continuing relevance to those who would understand the

intellectual roots of the contemporary revival of conservative public policies.
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â€œThis message from fifty years ago is increasingly relevant in the new day we have entered. We

no longer need fight a cold war with the federal government in the vanguard for the preservation of

basic values. We need to get our internal house in order. Wilsonâ€™s comments are helpful for

this.â€•  â€”Angus MacDonald, St.Croix Review --This text refers to the Paperback edition.



Francis Graham Wilson (1901-1976) was an eminent political scientist who taught at the University

of Washington and the University of Illinois. He is best known for establishing a historical theory of

public opinion as distinct from the methodology. He is the author of numerous articles and books on

public opinion, including The American Political Mind and The Case for Conservatism.

This book seeks to frame the more theoretical and philosophical aspects of Conservatism. It is more

of a portrait of overall Conservatism and leaves out many of the minute topics that dominate

debates today. The text may be a little dated but never-the-less helps define principles for

Conservatives.

Arrived in excellent condition. The essay is by one of the two (Peter Viereck, the other) 20th century

genuinely American Conservative thinkers.
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